
What is 
Art?



Terms to Know
Form:  the way a work of art looks

Medium:  what the artist uses to create the art and 
the method he/she uses

Style:  the sum of constant or recurring traits 
identified with a certain group or individual

Composition:  the way a work of art is put together, 
eg.  triangular composition in the Renaissance

Iconography:  the “story” within a work of art







Themes and Purpose of Art

1.  Magic and Survival



Themes and Purpose of Art
2.  Religion
•attempts to make specific and visual something 
that is spiritual
•sacred structures



Themes and Purpose of Art
3.  Power, Pride, and Politics



Themes and Purpose of Art
4.  Art as a mirror of everyday life



Themes and Purpose of Art
5.  Art and Nature



Themes and Purpose of Art
6.  Imagination 
    and Fantasy



The end


