
FIRST 
PEOPLES



ORIGINS

180,000 - 200,000 BP:             
Mitochondrial Eve and Y-Chromosome Adam 









Hunter-Gatherer 

Hunter-Forager



EARLY HUMAN SOCIETIES

• Highly Egalitarian 
• human most free ever 
• no kings, bureaucrats, priests 
• no specialists 

• although tasks were gender 
specific 

• women gathered 70% of food 
• OR DID THEY? 

• rules about sharing meat, 
incest, and ancestry 

• Had to work less than later 
agriculturalists in order to survive



SPIRITUAL NATURE 
OF EARLY HUMANS

• Ceremonial Burial of the Dead 
• even Neanderthals 

• Use of symbolism 
• red pigment 

• no practical use 
• h-g societies still use red 

ochre in burial rites 

• half human half animal 
cave paintings 

• Altar in Chauvet Cave? 

• Venus Figurines 

• Göbekli Tepe  
• first temple? 

• Animism



SHAMAN

•person believed to be 
able to communicate with 
the supernatural world 
often through a trance 
using psychoactive drugs



DREAMTIME

• worldview of aboriginal Australians that holds 
that we living in a vibration or echo of 
ancestral happenings



FIRST 
FARMERS



Agricultural Revolution 
or 

Neolithic Revolution







TERMS TO KNOW



ORIGINAL AFFLUENT SOCIETY

•Term coined by scholar, Marshall Sahlins, in 1972 to 
describe Paleolithic societies 

•not because they had so much 
•because the wanted and needed so little



AUSTRONESIAN MIGRATIONS

• last phase of the great human migration 
•3500 BP 
•seaborne migration to Madagascar and Pacific Islands 
•Austronesian-speaking people 



BANPO

•remains of a neolithic village in China



CATALHÜYÜK

•remains of a neolithic village in Turkey 



FERTILE CRESCENT



PASTORAL SOCIETY



BANTU MIGRATION

•Migration of Bantu-
speaking people in Africa 
from the area of 
Cameroon to the South 
and East beginning 
around 3000 BCE



CLOVIS CULTURE

•earliest widespread 
distinctive culture 
of North America 
named for a type of 
spearhead first 
found in Clovis, NM



SECONDARY PRODUCTS REVOLUTION

•use of domesticated 
animals for something 
more than meat 

•milk 
•wool 
•power 
•riding 
•transport goods



TEOSINTE

•wild ancestor of maize



FIRST 
CIVILIZATIONS



What is a 
Civilization?



Civilized 
vs. 

Uncivilized



SUMER IN MEOSPOTAMIA
BY 3000 BCE



EGYPT
BY 3000 BCE



NORTE CHICO  (CENTRAL PERU)
BY 3000 BCE

•no pottery

•no visual arts

•no cereal crops

•no river valley

•quipu



INDUS RIVER VALLEY
BY 2000 BCE



MINOAN CIVILIZATION ON CRETE
BY 2000 BCE



NUBIAN KINGDOM
BY 2000 BCE



XIA 
BY 22OO BCE



OXUS 
(AFGHANISTAN, TURKMENISTAN, AND UZBEKISTAN)

BY 2200 BCE



THE OLMECS  (SOUTHERN MEXICO)
BY 1200 BCE



SANXINGDUI CHINA
BY 1200 BCE



Rethinking Civilization



How did the various 
“First Civilizations” 

differ from one another?



“Civilizations were held 
together largely by force.” 

Agree or Disagree 
???????



What accounts for the initial 
breakthrough to civilization?



In what ways was social 
inequality expressed in early 

civilizations?



In what ways have historians 
tried to explain the origins 

of patriarchy?



transition from hoe and digging-stick to animal drawn 
plows and large-herd pastoralism 

growing population --- more pregnant women 

development of the idea that a woman’s realm is the 
home and men’s realm was the public life 

women had been associated with nature 
(reproduction), now the mastery of nature is 
emphasized, diminishing the role of women 

military service increased power of men 

rise of property increased need for an heir and to 
control women’s sexuality 



How did Mesopotamian 
and Egyptian patriarchy 
differ from each other?



What were the sources 
of state authority in the 

early civilizations?



In what ways did 
Mesopotamian and Egyptian 

civilizations differ         
from each other? 



In what ways were 
Mesopotamian and Egyptian 
Civilizations shaped by their 

interactions with their 
neighbors?


