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STEPS TOWARD

GERMAN
UNITY
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1. GERMAN CONFEDERATION
1815

formed at the Congress of Vienna

contained a majority of German-speaking people in Europe
Diet (legislature) in Frankfurt

dominated by Austria

tension between Austria & Prussia

Austria & many small German states feared unification
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1834

economic union between 39 German states

formed by Prussian junkers

junkers = wealthy aristocratic land owners

reduced tariffs & trade barriers
uniform prices for goods
standardized currency, weights, & measures

gave Prussia more power over other smaller German states
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3. EFFORTS OF
OTTO vON BISMARCK

Wilhelm I: King of Prussia (1861-1888)

Hohenzollern Dynasty

Bismarck: prime minister of Prussia
Bismarck wanted to build up Prussian military
Prussian Assembly refused to increase taxes

Bismarck began to collect the taxes anyway










REAL POLITIK

right of the government to

pursue its own advantage
by any means including war
and repudiation of treaties.
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wanted to prevent
Denmark’s annexation

of Schleswig.

convinced Austria to
join the war against
Denmark

Prussia took
Schleswig

Austria took
Holstein
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SEVEN WEEKS WAR ~ 1866

Bismarck wanted Holstein
neutralized any possible Austrian allies
Russia, France, Italian States
went to war with Austria
Austria lost & Prussia took Holstein

[taly got Venetia from Austria
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NORTH GERMAN
CONFEDERATION

1867

Austria not included

each state had the
right to manage
internal domestic
affairs

Foreign Policy and
National Defense
controlled by Prussia

A B )
T

Southern German States were Catholic
and feared Protestant military strength.
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France (Napoleon III) wanted territory that Bismarck
promised to keep them out of the Seven Weeks War

Bismarck wanted war with France to use as an excuse
to annex the Southern German States.

He wanted to lure France into attacking Prussia.

A Hohenzollern was named heir to throne in Spain,
he declined

France asks Wilhelm I to promise that no
Hohenzollern would ever rule Spain.
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EMS DISPATCH

Bismarck released an
edited version of a
message from Wilhem I
describing his encounter
with the French
Ambassador.

He made it seem that the
French had insulted the
king, angering both the
French and German
public.

France declared war
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FRANCO-PRUSSIAN WAR

1870-1871

Napoleon IIT and his
army were captured

war continued because
France had a new

government (3rd
Republic)

Prussians placed Paris
under siege for
months

French finally defeated
in January 1871
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Treaty of Frankfurt
May 1871

Alsace-Lorraine taken
from France
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Earlier economic cooperation
between German states

Bismarck’s leadership

Prussia’s defeat of Austria in 1866

German /Prussian defeat of France in
1871
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RESULTS

German Reich (Reich = Empire)
rapid industrialization
increased foreign trade
increased military power
increased German nationalism

threat to balance of power in Europe



