
Decolonization in 

India



British India

Urdu ~ Hindi

Bengali

Tamil

Kashmiri

Gujarati

English 
became the  

lingua franca 
of the educated 

elites.

 دنیا کی تاریخ
Persian Script 
~ Urdu ~

दिुनया के इितहास 
Devanagari Script 

~ Hindi ~

World History



Religious divisions

roughly 
25% of 

British India 
was Muslim



Many Muslims reluctant 
to learn English

felt discriminated against 
by Hindus and British

overall Muslims were poorer and less educated 



1885 Indian National Congress

Founded by Hindu Professionals



1905 Viceroy Lord curzon 
divided the  

province of Bengal

didn’t consult Indians 

East Bengal now 
predominately Muslim 

led to protests and 
boycotts of British goods



1906 All-India Muslim League

Founded by Muslims who feared 
Hindu dominance in India



Indian voting rights based on 
wealth and property

Since Muslims were poorer so 
they had less of a voice in govt



British then created 
different voting 
requirements for 

Hindus and MuslimsNobo
dy S

atis
fied



1911 
british moved capital 
from Calcutta to Delhi

Delhi was the former capital 
of the Mughal empire



British did not want 
india to industrialize

They especially feared an indian 
steel industry

Didn
’t w

ant 

com
pet

itio
n



Pramatha Nath Bose 

only Indian member of Indian Geological Service 

wanted to prospect for iron ore 

opposed by British 

joined with Jamsetji Tata,                                                    
a Bombay textile magnate  

created India’s first steel mill in 1911 

with help from American & German                     
engineers





1,200,000 Indians 
volunteered for army 

in World War I

roughly 70,000  
were killed in the war

Indians 
expected to be 
rewarded for 
their loyalty

Battle of the Somme



1917 
British announced gradual 

development of self-governing 
institutions

Indian national Congress:  “Too Little, too late”



1918-1919 
Influenza Pandemic

20 million died worldwide

2/3 of those were in India



Amritsar massacre
April 13, 1919 

Amritsar is city in the Punjab region 

center of Sikh religion 

Golden Temple 

Gen. Reginald Dyer ordered his 
troops to fire on crowd of 10,000 
peaceful demonstrators 

379 killed; 1200 wounded 

British govt waited 6 months before 
investigating



Mohandas Gandhi
1869-1948 

Mahatma (great soul)

Ahimsa 
~ nonviolence ~

Satyagraha 
~ search for truth ~

lawyer 

educated in England 

practiced in South Africa



mohandas Gandhi

affinity for the poor 

harijan  (children of God) 

taught nonviolent resistance to oppression 

influenced by Hinduism & Christianity 
“I like your Christ, I do not like your Christians.                       
Your Christians are so unlike your Christ.”



1929-1930 Salt march
24 days 

240 miles 

march to the sea to make salt 

defying British monopoly on salt production



Spent 6 years in prison



Hunger strikes



made british uncomfortable
“in their cherished 

field of moral 
rectitude”

led Indians to  
believe in the  

ethical superiority 
of their cause



1920s british made concessions
handed over control of education, economy, and 
public works 

more Indians allowed into the civil service and 
officer corps



between the World Wars 
small-scale  

industrialization began
supported by high import tariffs

Led to a new class of 
wealthy Indians

They supported 
Jawahar Nehru 

leader of Indian National Congress



Jawahar Nehru

nehru jacket



Jawahar Nehru

wanted to create a 
modern industrial 

india



Viceroy of India declared 
war without consulting 
Indians 

provincial governments 
resigned in protest 

British offered independence 
after the war  

Gandhi:  postdated check 
on a failing bank 

led to the Quit India 
campaign

World War II



2,000,000 Indians fought 
in World War II 

a small number joined the 
Japanese army to protest 
British imperialism

World War II



1943 Famine in Bengal
Japanese conquest of 
Burma shut off rice 
supply to Bengal 

British requisitioned 
RRs to transport troops 
so rice wasn’t shipped 
in from other parts of 
India 

2,000,000 died



after the war 
Labour Party 

prepared to grant  
independence to India

Problem: 

Hindus and Muslims 
are divided

1947:  Indian Nat’l Congress refused to share power with muslim league



Muhammad Ali Jinnah

1876-1948 

leader of Muslim 
League 

1940:  demanded 
a separate Muslim 
nation



Pakistan
Punjab 

Afghania 

Kashmir 

Sindh 

Baluchistan 

stan is Persian for kingdom



rioting/violence between 
Hindus and Muslims



Gandhi called for peace



Partition
1947 

Indian National Congress calls for the partition of 
India into two states 

one secular but dominated by Hindus 

one Muslim 

August 15:  Viceroy Lord Mountbatten divided 
British India into India and Pakistan (East & West) 

Led to riots and mass migrations





12 million 
migrated 

500,000 
killed in 
religious 
violence







denounced violence 

called for unity 

refused to participate 
in Independence 
Celebrations 

1948:  shot by Hindu 
extremist

gandhi



Kashmir
most of Kashmir remained 
in India 

maharajah was Hindu 

headwaters of rivers that 
provide water to much of 
India 

most of population was 
Muslim 

source of tension between 
India & Pakistan today



Bangladesh

1971:  East Pakistan broke away from West Pakistan to form 
its own country, Bangladesh.



nuclear powers
1974 India 

1998 Pakistan




