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EXPLAINING THE  
INDUSTRIAL 
REVOLUTION

• Why Europe? 
• Wasn’t inevitable. . . 
• Competition within Europe 
• unlike Ottoman, Mughal, Safavid, or Chinese Empires 

• State-merchant alliances 
• merchants promised states that they’d provide 

taxable income 
• Competition with Asian Imports led to 

innovation 
• wealth from the americas 
• silver, Sugar, slaves







EXPLAINING THE  
INDUSTRIAL 
REVOLUTION

• Why Britain? 
• Colonies (wealth provided capital for investment) 
• Geography 
• Coal and Iron in proximity 
• waterways for transportation 
• isolation 

• relatively tolerant society 
• enclosure movement 
• practical science 
• as opposed to theoretical 
• engineering



THE FIRST 
INDUSTRIAL SOCIETY
• British Aristocracy 

• wealthy landowners 
• few thousand families 

owned half of the 
cultivated land in Britain 

• declined in power 
• new sources of urban 

wealth 
• “rotten boroughs” 
• by end of 19th C.,           

no longer a base of 
power  in Britain 

• turned to empire to keep power



THE FIRST 
INDUSTRIAL SOCIETY
• Upper Middle Class 

• Industrialists, bankers, 
entrepreneurs 
• wealthy 
• new money, taking power from 

Old aristocracy 
• sought titles (knighthood) 

• Classic Liberalism 
• constitutional govt 
• free market economy 
• small govt 
• education 

• Samuel Smiles:  Self-Help 
• emphasized hard work and self 

reliance 
• poverty result of laziness and 

lack of savings



THE FIRST 
INDUSTRIAL SOCIETY

• Upper Middle Class Women 
• cult of domesticity 

• paragons of respectability 
• no work outside home 
• shopping 

• by end of century, many sought 
work as secretaries before 
marriage 

• a servant as status symbol



THE FIRST 
INDUSTRIAL SOCIETY

• Lower Middle Class 
• clerks, salespeople, teachers 
• didn’t pay well but white collar work 

distinguished them from working classes



THE FIRST 
INDUSTRIAL SOCIETY
• Working Classes 
• 70 percent of Britain 
• worked in factories, mines and on farms 
• cramped, dirty, disease-ridden living 

conditions 
• by 1851, majority of britons lived in 

cities 
• by end of century, London largest city in 

the world - 6 Million



THE FIRST 
INDUSTRIAL SOCIETY

• Working Classes 
• Harsh/dangerous 

working 
conditions 

• Harsh living 
conditions 

• Many women and 
children employed





THE FIRST 
INDUSTRIAL SOCIETY

• Social Protest 
• Trade unions, 1824 
• Robert Owen (1771-1858) 
• utopian socialist 
• wealthy textile manufacturer 
• New Lanark, Scotland 
• New Harmony, Indiana



THE FIRST 
INDUSTRIAL SOCIETY

• Social Protest 
• Karl Marx (1818-1883) 
• Scientific socialism  
• Dialectical materialism 

• Revolutionary Socialism 
• Capitalism inherently unstable and 

would collapse



THE FIRST 
INDUSTRIAL SOCIETY

• Social Protest 
• Karl Marx (1818-1883) 
• ideas spawned many 

political parties 
• Communists: most 

radical 
• social Democratic 

Parties



THE FIRST 
INDUSTRIAL SOCIETY
• Social Protest 
• Great Britain  
• labor Party 
• strikes 1910-1913 
• Reform/nationalism not 

revolution 
• end of 19th century, british 

industry in decline 
• rust belt 
• losing to Us and Germany



THE FIRST 
INDUSTRIAL SOCIETY

• Europeans in Motion 
• migration to cities 
• over 1/2 pop moved to cities 

• migration to other continents 
• 20 percent of pop went overseas                  

between 1815  and 1939 (50,000,000) 
• australia and New Zealand 
• Algeria, South Africa, Rhodesia, Kenya: Racial 

divisions 
• SPanish, POrtuguese, and Italians to Latin America



THE FIRST 
INDUSTRIAL SOCIETY

• Europeans in Motion 
• United States 
• land of opportunity 
• land and jobs 

• Melting pot myth 
• descrimination against:  
• Catholic Irish and Italians 
• Jews



THE FIRST 
INDUSTRIAL SOCIETY



THE FIRST 
INDUSTRIAL SOCIETY
• Europeans in Motion 
• Russians and 

Ukrainians to Siberia 
• after serfs freed 
• sought land and 

freedom 
• Tsar used them as 

bulwark against 
Chinese in the East.


