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• World Crisis?

• Uniqueness of the Atlantic Revolutions
• American
• French
• Haitian
• Spanish American

• The Atlantic as a World of Ideas
• Enlightenment
• improving/perfecting Human society
• social contracts
• natural rights
• life, liberty, property
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• Democratic Revolutions
• expanded political participation
• white men with property
• with the exception of Haiti

• Global impact of the atlantic revolutions
• French revolutionary armies took much 

of europe and north africa
• led to rise in nationalism across 

europe
• ideals of human rights
• Chinese dissident students 1989
• Arab Spring
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• New taxes and enlightenment ideas
• war debt (Seven Years War)
• English raised taxes and tariffs on colonies
• “No taxation without representation”
• tax resistance fused with enlightenment ideas 

• No radical transformation of society
• more men got the right to vote
• political Power:   White male elite
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• American Connection
• French soldiers fought in 

American Revolution
• introduced to republican ideas

• Debt
• france’s support of American 

Revolution
• Louis XVI calls            

estates-general to raise taxes
• opens door for grievances 

with the system





“ D EC L A RAT I O N  O F  T H E  
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I N F LU E N C E D  BY  T H O M AS  J E F F E RS O N ’ S  W R I T I N GS
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• Resentment of the social order
• 1789
• mob violence in paris
• peasant unrest in countryside
• Great Fear

• 1793
• regicide
• Reign of terror
• robespierre
• committee for public safety
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• WOmen
• Paticipation
• storming bastille
• march on versailles

• repression

• Olympe de gouges
• declaration of the rights  of 

woman and the female citizen        

• Role of Women in the french 
Revolution
• symbol for later feminists
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• revolutionary paradox
• Napoleon Bonaparte
• preserved equality
• got rid of liberty
• ended feudalism
• proclaimed religious 

tolerance
• military genius
• nationalist resentment 

to french occupation
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• Saint Domingue
• 500,000 african slaves
• 40,000 white colonists
• grands blancs
• petit blancs

• 30,000 free mixed race
• gens de couleur
• Mulatto

• each interpreted the French Revolution differently
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• Slave Revolts
• rumors related to the 

french revolution led 
to revolts

• 1000s of plantations 
burned

• 100s of white 
colonists killed

• various militias and 
armies fought for 
control

• Britain and spain 
invaded
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• Toussaint L’Ouverture
• former slave
• united factions
• defeated British, 

Spanish, and 
Napoleon’s army

• captured
• died in prison in 

France
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• post-slavery republic
• truly radical revolution
• sought to avenge colonial era
• brought hope to slaves in other regions
• warning to slave owners in other areas
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• Independent but weak
• had to pay large sum to france
• war destroyed plantations
• end of trade with france
• Haiti:  politically unstable
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WHat’s happening here?

With whom is the 
artists sympathizing?
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• Creoles resented 
spanish rule and 
taxes

• 1808:  Napoleon 
invaded Spain 
and Portugal
• deposed spanish 

king
• Portuguese king 

fled to brazil
• led to power 

vacuum and 
demands for 
colonial 
independence
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• Simón Bolívar 
• “americanos” 
• created nativist 

ideology that 
united various 
racial and class 
groups against 
the spanish
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• By 1820s Spanish rule in 
americas is over

• no social revolution

• economic exploitation 
and social inequality 
remained

• little meaningful 
democracy until the 
20th century
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• Protestant and Quaker moralism
• publicized evils of slavery
• slave narratives
• William Wilberforce:  “Amazing Grace”

• Industrialization used “free labor”
• Haitian revolution inspired other 

revolts making maintaining plantations 
more difficult

• British abolished slave trade in 1807
• British emancipated slaves in 1834
• 1861 Russia Freed its serfs
• southern US States resisted 

emancipation (1863)
• USA only place where war was 

fought over emancipation (1861-1865)
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• emmancipation without 
socio-economic changes
• few rights
• no land redistribution
• many freed slaves 

refused to return to 
planation labor

• Chinese and Indian 
laborers imported
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• slavery continued in africa after abolition in European countries and america
• Europeans used abolishing the slave trade as an excuse to colonize africa (Ironic)
• Slavery lasted in the islamic world into the 20th century
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• Nation:  New idea

• political power in hands of people not monarch

• causes:
• enlightenment
• American and French Revolutions
• NOrth and South American independence movements
• Resentment of Napoleon’s occupation of Europe

• led to unification and independence
• Unification:  German and Italy
• INdependence:  Greeks, POles, Belgians
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• increase in international conflict
• conflict now between “Nations” 

and just between kings
• destruction of World War I            

is a result

• Political Use of Nationalism

• define who is and who is not part 
of the Nation
• forced inclusion:  Finns and 

Ukrainians in Russia; slavs in 
Austria-Hungary

• forced exclusion:  Jews in 
Germany

• Used to fight imperialism in 
China and India
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• Were they necessary?

• Did they promote the freedoms they promised?

• Were they worth the costs of blood and money?

• Historians disagree

• more to come:  Russia, China . . .


