
Describe the Japanese attitude toward the Chinese people during the ‘Rape of Nanjing.’

Complete the chart below relating to ‘lebensraum’.

German concept of 
living space:

German attitudes 
toward 

Jews and non-Germans:

How was 
Poland captured?

Himler’s actions:

How did the Nazis 
intend to repopulate 

Poland?

Name _________________________________

The War of the World
A New History of the 20th Century

Killing Space

________________________________



Complete the chart below contrasting the policies, politics, actions, and attitudes Germany and 
Japan during this period:

Differences and 
Similarities

Japan Germany

What kind of 
regime did each 
country have?

Who were the 
leaders and what 
were they like?

What were their 
attitudes 
towards 

neighboring 
countries and 
other racial 

groups?

What military 
actions did they 

take?

What official 
policies did they 

have that 
affected other 

peoples?

What other 
differences & 
similarities did 
you observe?
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As you are watching this program, note how Niall Ferguson uses historical evidence to inform 
our understanding of this period. Try to list as many examples as you can next to each type 
of evidence.
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Document-Based
Evidence

Oral Evidence
~ interviews & Stories ~

Physical Evidence
~ Places & Things ~



Niall Ferguson questions how ordinary people could commit such appalling acts of violence 
upon other human beings. 

What 3 reasons does Ferguson give for this behavior?

 a.

 b.

 c.

What other reasons for people behaving this way can you think of?

How can society try to prevent these behaviors?
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