
Russia in the 1930s

Give full details on the construction project that was part of Stalin’s first five-Year Plan.

How did George Bernard Shaw react to what he saw in Russia in 19313?  Why?

What was the ‘Gulag’ and why did Stalin use this policy?

How many arrests and how many executions were made between January 1935 and June 1941?

Give examples of groups of people who were forced to move from their homes to work for 
Stalin.

Why do you think Stalin was able to do this with no real opposition?
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‘These were filled with people who turned out to be Koreans, who with their 
families and their belongings were on their way from the Far East to Central 
Asia, where they were being sent to work on the cotton plantations. They had 
no idea why they were being deported. Later I heard that the Soviet 

authorities quite arbitrarily removed some 200,000 Koreans.’

 Who said this?

 How reliable is this likely to be and why?

 What can we learn from this evidence?

_____________________________________________________________________

The Diary of Victor Klemperer
11 August 1935

‘The Jew baiting has become so extreme that we expect to be beaten to death 

at any moment – I simply can not believe that the mood of the masses has 
stood behind Hitler but everyone, literally everyone, cringes with fear. No 

letter, no telephone conversation, no word on the street is safe any more.’

Explain how the Nazis managed to convince ordinary Germans That it was acceptable to treat 
Jews like this.

Why was Victor determined not to flee Germany like many other jews did?
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Niall Ferguson claims that the Chinese-Japanese conflict in 1937 was the real start of the war and not 

Germany’s invasion of Poland in 1939. 

• Use what you have learned from this program, the internet and text books to produce an 
argument for and against this claim. 

• Mention your sources of evidence.

1937 was the real start 
of WW2 because...

1939 was the real start 
of WW2 because...
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