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Causes



Militarism

• Arms race  

• Glorification of war 

• Military as symbol of national pride 

• Social Darwinism



Nationalism

• Unification of Germany & Italy 

• Pan-slavism 

• Slavs in Austria-Hungary wanted 
independence 

• Goal: unite all Slavs in to one country





Nationalism

• French wanted revenge on Germans 

• wanted the return of Alsace and 
Lorraine, regions taken by Germany 
in its wars for unification



Imperialism
• Germany and Italy try to take colonies 

• angered British and French 

• Economic rivalries between Britain, 
France, and Germany. 

• Weakness of Ottoman Empire led 
European powers to try to take 
advantage





Alliances
• 1879:  Dual Alliance 

• Germany & Austria-Hungary 

• 1882:  Triple Alliance 

• Germany, A-H, & Italy 

• German Chancellor Bismark wanted 
to prevent a war on two fronts.



Alliances
• 1894:  Alliance between France and Russia 

• 1904:  Entente between Britain and France 

• 1907:  Triple Entente 

• Britain, France, & Russia 

• Each promised to come to the other’s 
defense if they were attacked



Alliances

• Russia had agreements with smaller 
Slavic nations to come to their defense 

• shared Slavic language/culture & 
Orthodox Christianity
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Spark
• June 28, 1914 

• Archduke Franz (Francis) Ferdinand, heir to 
Austrian throne was assassinated.



• He was shot by Gavrilo Princip, a 
member of a Serb terrorist 
organization called the Black Hand.





Other members of the Black Hand



• killed while on a 
visit to Sarajevo in 
Bosnia. 

• nephew and heir to 
Emperor Franz 
Josef



• July 23:   

• Austria-Hungary gave Serbia an ultimatum 

• 48 hours to agree or face war 

• July 25:   

• Serbia agreed to most of the demands but 
refused to let A-H post troops inside Serbia 

• July 28:   

• A-H declared war on Serbia 

• both countries began mobilization



• July 30:   

• Russia ordered troops to mobilize against 
Germany & A-H 

• A-H mobilizes against Russia 

• July 31: 

• Germany issued an ultimatum to Russia to call 
off its mobilization. 

• Germany also issued an ultimatum to France 
ordering it to stay out



• August 1: 

• Germany declared war on Russia 

• Germany marched troops into Luxembourg & 
demanded passage through Belgium (they 
refused) 

• August 3: 

• Germany declared war on France and invaded 
Belgium 

• August 4: 

• Britain demanded that Belgium’s neutrality be 
respected (Germany refused) 

• Britain declared war on Germany



Central Powers Allied Powers

Germany 
Austria-Hungary 
Ottoman Empire 

Bulgaria 
(Italy)

Russia 
France 
Britain 

Belgium 
Serbia 

Montenegro 
Japan 

United States 
(Italy) 







Early enthusiasm for the war







Goals
• Britain: maintain balance of power on the 

continent and British supremacy at sea. 

• France: confine Germany 

• Russia: expand if possible 

• Germany: solidify unity of all German-speaking 
peoples and never fight a war on two fronts 

• Austria: hold its empire together 

• Italy: try to solidify Italian territory 

• Ottoman Turkey: survive





All countries 
expected the war to 

end quickly.



Schlieffen Plan

• German General Alfred von 
Schlieffen 

• Russia was slow to mobilize 

• Plan:  to take Paris within 6 
weeks defeating France and 
then turn energy toward 
Russia on the Eastern Front 

• avoiding fighting on 2 
fronts at the same time



Problems with the plan

• Belgium was more heavily fortified than 
expected 

• Strong resistance in France 

• Russian army mobilized faster than 
expected 

• British came to assist the French







Germans were on 
the outskirts of 

Paris 

September 5 

Battle of the Marne 

French & British 
begin pushing the 

Germans back 
toward the border



• At France’s instigation, Russia sent 
troops into battle before they were fully 
mobilized 

• By Aug. 13, Russia had invaded East 
Prussia 

• Battle of Tannenberg 

• 300,000 Russians killed or wounded 

• 92,000 Russians taken prisoner 

• Germans lost only 13,000 

• Russia never recovered





• situation where 
neither side has 
the advantage 

• November 1914 

• trench warfare

Stalemate





















New Weapons

• machine gun 

• tank 

• airplane 

• submarine 

• poison gas





Battle of Verdun

• Feb. - Dec. 1916 

• each side lost 
over 300,000 
men 

• Germans 
advance 5 
miles



Battle of Verdun

1/5

What was the 
German plan in 

the Verdun 
Offensive?

Why did the 
French not 

expect an attack 
at Verdun?

Why did the 
Germans delay 
their attack on 

Verdun?



Battle of Verdun

2/5

What two 
vermin made 
life miserable 

in the 
trenches?

How were the 
Germans able 

to capture 
Fort 

Douramont 
so easily?

What 
weapon made 
the killing at 

Verdun 
anonymous?



Battle of Verdun

3/5

How did 
French 

General Petain 
strengthen the 

French 
defensive 

effort?

How were the 
villages near 

Verdun 
affected?

How did 
gunners 

know where 
to direct 

their fire.?



Battle of Verdun

4/5



Battle of Verdun

5/5



Battle of the Somme

• July - Nov. 1916 

• British Offensive 

• 20,000 Brits killed on first day 

• 1.5 million killed in all 

• British gain 4 miles





1917

• Russia left the war 

• USA enters the war on the side of the Allies



Treaty of Brest-Litovsk

• February 1918 

• between Russia & the 
Central Powers 

• Bolsheviks wanted out of 
WWI immediately. 

• Russia gave up a huge 
amount of territory.



Reasons USA entered WWI

• Zimmerman 
Telegraph 

• from Germans to 
Mexico 

• “intercepted” by 
the British 

• British 
propaganda?



Reasons USA entered WWI
• the sinking of the Lusitania by German 

U-Boats



Spring 1918

• Allies create a united 
command under 
French General Foch. 

• German launch a final 
offensive 

• Allied counter-attack 
pushed the Germans 
back to the border



Reality of War



Rain & Mud



Trench Foot



Rats



Lice



Nudes -- stark and glistening,


Yelling in lurid glee. Grinning faces


And raging limbs


Whirl over the floor one fire.


For a shirt verminously busy


Yon soldier tore from his throat, with oaths


Godhead might shrink at, but not the lice.


And soon the shirt was aflare


Over the candle he'd lit while we lay.



Then we all sprang up and stript


To hunt the verminous brood.


Soon like a demons' pantomine


The place was raging.


See the silhouettes agape,


See the glibbering shadows


Mixed with the battled arms on the wall.


See gargantuan hooked fingers


Pluck in supreme flesh


To smutch supreme littleness.


See the merry limbs in hot Highland fling


Because some wizard vermin


Charmed from the quiet this revel


When our ears were half lulled


By the dark music


Blown from Sleep's trumpet. 

Louse Hunting 
Isaac Rosenberg



















Wounded



Poison Gas





Shellshock



Shellshock

by Drew Erwin (Erf)





October 30, 1918

• Ottoman Empire surrendered 

• Arabs joined the Allies in fighting the 
Ottoman Empire

November 3, 1918
• Austria-Hungary asks for Armistice 

• armistice: an agreement by both sides in a war to stop 
fighting   (treaties come later)



November 9, 1918

• German sailors revolt 

• Kaiser Wilhelm abdicated 
and fled to The Netherlands

11:00 am   11/ 11/1918

• Germany signs an armistice agreement 
with the Allied Powers





Treaty of Versailles
• treaty between Germany and the Allies to end WWI 

• June 28, 1919



Big Four

David Lloyd George 
Britain

Georges 
Clemenseau 

France Vittorio 
Orlando 

Italy

Woodrow 
Wilson 

USA



Goals at Versailles
• France 

• cripple Germany’s military & economy 

• huge reparations from Germany 

• return of Alsace & Lorraine 

• Britain 

• reparations from Germany 

• maintain balance of power in Europe



Wilson’s 14 Points

• No private/secret treaties 

• Freedom of the seas 

• Remove barriers to trade 

• Self determination of people groups 

• Creation of a League of Nations



Treaty of Versailles

1.Reduced the size of the German army 

• prohibited conscription & the manufacture of 
offensive weapons 

2.Reduced & restricted German territory 

• Alsace-Lorraine given to France 

• Saar Basin to be controlled by France for 15 
years (coal)



Treaty of Versailles
3.New countries created from 

German, Austrian, and Russian 
territory.

     Poland 
     Finland 
     Estonia 
     Latvia 

Lithuania 
Czechoslovakia 
Yugoslavia 
Hungary 





Treaty of Versailles
4.Created Poland out 

of territory from 
Germany, Austria-
Hungary, and Russia 

• Poland given 
access to Baltic 
Sea dividing 
Germany 

• Polish or Danzig 
Corridor



Treaty of Versailles

5.All of Germany’s 
colonies were taken. 

6.Germany must pay 
HUGE reparations for 
war damages.



Separate treaties were signed with      
Austria-Hungary and the Ottoman Empire

• ultimately Turkey was created on the 
Anatolian Peninsula. 

• Ottoman territory divided between England 
and France 

• England:  Palestine, Transjordan, & Iraq 
(including Kuwait) 

• France:  Lebanon & Syria









War To 
End All 

Wars



Bent double, like old beggars under sacks,   
Knock-kneed, coughing like hags, we cursed through sludge,   
Till on the haunting flares we turned our backs   
And towards our distant rest began to trudge.   
Men marched asleep. Many had lost their boots   
But limped on, blood-shod. All went lame; all blind;   
Drunk with fatigue; deaf even to the hoots   
Of tired, outstripped Five-Nines that dropped behind. 



Gas! Gas! Quick, boys! –  An ecstasy of fumbling,   
Fitting the clumsy helmets just in time;   
But someone still was yelling out and stumbling,   
And flound'ring like a man in fire or lime . .  
Dim, through the misty panes and thick green light,  


As under a green sea, I saw him drowning.   
In all my dreams, before my helpless sight,   
He plunges at me, guttering, choking, drowning.  



If in some smothering dreams you too could pace   
Behind the wagon that we flung him in,   
And watch the white eyes writhing in his face,   
His hanging face, like a devil's sick of sin;   
If you could hear, at every jolt, the blood   
Come gargling from the froth-corrupted lungs,   
Obscene as cancer, bitter as the cud  
Of vile, incurable sores on innocent tongues,   
My friend, you would not tell with such high zest   
To children ardent for some desperate glory,   
The old Lie; Dulce et Decorum est   
Pro patria mori.

Dulce Et Decorum Est 

Wilfred Owen



Results
1.Four empires collapsed 

• German, Austrian, Ottoman, & Russian 

2.Germany feels victimized by Versailles. 

3.Generation of European men gone 

4.Social/Psychological trauma 

• nihilism 

• Dada Movement




