
RUSSIAN 

REVOLUTION



RUSSIA BEFORE REVOLUTION

ONLY TRUE AUTOCRACY LEFT IN EUROPE 

CZAR WAS GOD’S ANOINTED RULER 

NO REPRESENTATIVE GOVERNMENT 

NO CONSTITUTION  

STRONG SECRET POLICE TO TERRORIZE THE PEOPLE 



NICHOLAS I

CZAR:  1825 - 1855 

CREATED SECRET POLICE 
IN RESPONSE TO REVOLT 
OF ARMY OFFICERS IN 
1825



ALEXANDER II

CZAR:  1855 - 1881 

LIBERAL REFORMS 

ABOLISHED SERFDOM 

SOLD ALASKA TO USA 

ASSASSINATED BY 
REVOLUTIONARY GROUP, THE 
PEOPLE’S WILL



ALEXANDER III

CZAR:  1881 - 1894 

REVERSED LIBERAL POLICIES OF 
HIS FATHER 

PERIOD OF INDUSTRIALIZATION 

PERSECUTION OF JEWS 
(POGROMS)



NICHOLAS II

CZAR 1894 - 1917 

LAST CZAR OF RUSSIA 

WEAK RULER 

RUSSIO-JAPANESE WAR 
BANKRUPTED RUSSIA 

ENTRY INTO WORLD WAR I WAS 
UNPOPULAR



NICHOLAS II AND ALEXANDRA



NICHOLAS II AND FAMILY



CHILDREN OF  NICHOLAS II & ALEXANDRA



✦ Peasants upset at land payments 
✦ Workers upset with working conditions 

✦ 11.5 hour workdays 

✦ Led to new political parties

Social Democratic Labor Party 
1898 

Vladimir Lenin

Social Revolutionary Party 
1901 

liberal reformers 
populists



1903   
Social Democratic Labor Party 

splits

Mensheviks 
means minority 

was actually majority 

Evolutionary 
Socialists 

(moderates)

Bolsheviks 
means Majority 

was actually minority 

wanted 
violent Revolution



Vladimir Lenin

What is to be done? 
laid out aims of the bolsheviks



1904-1905 RUSSO-JAPANESE WAR

Russia Lost



January 22 1905 
Bloody Sunday

thousands marched to winter palace 
led by Father Gapon 

carrying icons & an image of the czar. 

they wanted to meet with the czar 
so that he could hear their complaints.



1905 REVOLUTION 
BLOODY SUNDAY

HAD PETITION REQUESTING:   
SHORTER WORK DAYS 
MINIMUM WAGE 
A CONSTITUTION WITH REPRESENTATIVE 
GOVERNMENT 
UNIVERSAL SUFFRAGE 

PALACE GUARDS FIRED ON THE CROWD



PALACE GUARDS & DEMONSTRATORS



September-October 1905

Strikes throughout the 

major cities in Russia



Russian 
Revolution 
of 1905 



OCTOBER MANIFESTO

NICHOLAS II AGREED TO: 

ESTABLISH AN INDEPENDENT DUMA 
DUMA = RUSSIAN PARLIAMENT 

CREATE A CONSTITUTION 

GUARANTEE UNIVERSAL SUFFRAGE AND CIVIL LIBERTIES

Disagreement between political parties  
allowed Nicholas II to rescind the manifesto



NICHOLAS II AND ALEXI



NICHOLAS II AND ALEXI



GRIGORI RASPUTINLOOK
S EE

RILY 
LIKE 

CHARLE
S M

ANSON



RASPUTIN WITH LADIES OF THE COURT



CRUDE CARICATURE OF RASPUTIN & TSARINA ALEXANDRA



NICHOLAS II AT THE FRONT



FEBRUARY REVOLUTION 1917

NICHOLAS II DEPOSED 

WHY?? 

RUSSIA’S LOSS OF          
RUSSO-JAPANESE WAR 
BLOODY SUNDAY 
WORLD WAR I’S HUMAN & 
ECONOMIC TOLL ON RUSSIANS  
NICHOLAS TOOK DIRECT 
CONTROL OF WAR EFFORT 
RASPUTIN’S & TSARINA’S 
INFLUENCE ON GOVT



FEBRUARY REVOLUTION 1917

ACTUALLY IN MARCH  

CENTERED IN ST. PETERSBURG (PETROGRAD) 

SOVIETS = WORKERS’ COUNCILS 

NICHOLAS II ABDICATED MARCH 12 

PROVISIONAL GOVT LED BY LIBERALS, MOST WANTED TO CONTINUE THE WAR 

ALEXANDER KERENSKY WAS PRIME MINISTER 

PEOPLE WANTED MORE RADICAL REFORMS 

WANTED OUT OF THE WAR!!!



APRIL 1917:  VLADIMIR LENIN SHIPPED IN SEALED TRAIN 
CAR FROM SWITZERLAND TO RUSSIA BY THE GERMANS



LENIN:  APRIL THESES

REJECTED ALL COOPERATION WITH THE BOURGEOIS 
PROVISIONAL GOVT 

CALLED FOR A SOCIALIST REVOLUTION 

NATIONALIZATION OF BANKS & LARGE ESTATES 

“ALL POWER TO THE SOVIETS”    
“STOP THE WAR NOW”   
“ALL LAND TO THE PEASANTS”



LENIN VS MARX

LENIN BELIEVED THAT THE REVOLUTION COULD BE LED BY A SMALL 
REVOLUTIONARY ELITE (CADRE)



POLITBURO

ELITE GROUP CREATED TO LEAD THE REVOLUTION 

VLADIMIR LENIN 

LEON TROTSKY 

JOSEF STALIN 

GRIGORY ZENOVIEV 

NICHOLAI BUKHARIN



OCTOBER REVOLUTION 1917

ACTUALLY IN NOVEMBER 

UNDER THE LEADERSHIP OF TROTSKY, 
THE BOLSHEVIKS OVERTHREW THE 
PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT



CHEKA

SECRET POLICE 

CREATED TO ELIMINATE ALL OPPONENTS OF THE BOLSHEVIKS 

ARRESTED MANY MENSHEVIKS 

GREATLY FEARED & VERY POWERFUL



PEACE, LAND, BREAD

LENIN’S CAMPAIGN SLOGAN IN JANUARY 1918 ELECTIONS 

BOLSHEVIKS ONLY GOT 29% OF VOTE 

BOLSHEVIKS TAKE CONTROL WITH THE USE OF THE RED ARMY 

BOLSHEVIKS CHANGE THEIR NAME TO THE COMMUNIST PARTY



REFORMS OF LENIN

GAVE LAND TO PEASANTS 

SHREWD MOVE:  HAD NO REAL CONTROL OVER LAND IN COUNTRYSIDE BUT 
THIS PUT THE PEASANTRY ON HIS SIDE 

GAVE CONTROL OF FACTORIES TO LOCAL WORKER’S 
COMMITTEES 

WITHDREW FROM THE WAR:  TREATY OF BREST-LITOVSK 

MOVED GOVERNMENT FROM PETROGRAD TO MOSCOW 

TROTKSY REORGANIZED THE ARMY



RUSSIAN CIVIL WAR   
1918-1920

REDS VS. WHITES 

REDS:  BOLSHEVIKS 

WHITES:  MONARCHISTS, LIBERALS,                               
OLD ARMY OFFICERS . . .  EVERYONE ELSE 

PEASANTS FEARED THE WHITES AND SUPPORTED THE REDS 

BOTH SIDES WERE BRUTAL AND CRUEL 

OVER 2,000,000 DIED IN THE CIVIL WAR



RUSSIAN CIVIL WAR   
1918-1920

ALLIES SENT TROOPS TO HELP THE WHITES 

THOUGHT THEY COULD GET RUSSIA BACK INTO 
THE WAR 

USA SENT 5000 TROOPS 

SENT TROOPS TO SIBERIA 

TO RESCUE CZECH SOLDIERS WHO WERE 
STUCK THERE 

TO KEEP JAPAN FROM TAKING SIBERIA 

RUSSIAN COMMUNISTS NEVER FORGOT THAT THEY 
WERE INVADED BY THE ALLIES (INCLUDING THE USA)



RED ARMY WON

WHY? 

TROTSKY’S LEADERSHIP OF THE RED ARMY 

RED ARMY WAS WELL-ORGANIZED AND DISCIPLINED 

WHITE ARMY WAS DIVIDED                                        
AND POORLY-ORGANIZED



USSR 
UNION OF  

SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS 

FOUNDED IN 1922 




