
Europe after Rome

500 - 1000 CE 
Art of the Warrior Lords



Medieval Art was influenced by

Christianity

Greco-Roman Culture

Non-Roman peoples north of 
the Alps



Art of the Warrior Lords

Germanic peoples of Northern Europe

generally small

decorative adornments

size of the artifacts led them to discounted by 
many early scholars of the period.

weapons



Sutton Hoo

Sutton Hoo is the site of two Anglo-Saxon 
cemeteries from the 6th and 7th centuries in 
Suffolk England.  

One contained an undisturbed ship burial that 
included a wealth of important artifacts.

fibulae (shoulder clasps for cloaks)

purse lid

helmet



Sutton Hoo Fibulae



example of a Fibula in use



Cloisonne

Cloissoné: enamel work in which the different 
colors are separated by strips of flattened wire 
placed edgeways on a metal backing.

cloisson is French for “partition”



Sutton Hoo Purse lid
 four symmetrical images in lower half
 outer two images of a man standing between two beasts
 center images are of eagles attacking ducks
 fit together closely and seems to be one abstract design
 outer two top images are geometric designs of intertwining lines
 center top image is of intertwining lines that become writhing animals



Sutton Hoo Purse Lid



Sutton Hoo Helmet





Frankish fibulae

Early 500s 500s



Gothic fibula  
(from the goths) 

circa 500
Germany



Ostragothic Fibula

circa 500
Italy



Viking Ship Burial

Oseberg, Norway
834 AD



Oseberg Viking Ship Burial



Oseberg Viking Burial Ship



Oseberg Animal Post Head



Oseberg Animal Post Head



Stave Church 
Urnes, Norway 

circa 1050



Urnes Stave Church



Urnes Stave Church

Union of Norse/Viking and Christian Art


